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Abstract
The article deals with the current trends in educational development in Russia in the context of the reforming.
The aim of the Europeanisation of Russian education is analyzed from different points of view. Reforming is a trait of 
educational globalization, causing the integration of educational systems. It is also a part of Russian officials’ policy. In case of 
the unification of Russian educational standards with the European ones, education in Russia will probably become one of the 
world-leading. The article states that the new educational trends and reforming are caused by the process of educational 
globalization. The article gives an analysis of the negative implications of globalization which should be limited to some part to 
save national identity. 
The article reviews some peculiarities of the implementation of the Bologna Process in Russia. Critically judging current 
educational tendencies, the authors offer an alternative way to the reforming of Russian educational system.
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1. Introduction
The process of globalization has currently affected all the social life spheres. Science and education including 
those in Russia were equally influenced. 
Though academic research in Russia is characterized by autonomy, determined by its specific character, 
education, being a regulated and standardized process, is affected by globalization to a far greater degree. 
Taking into account the importance of education as a public strategic resource, the problem of globalization gives 
rise to some questions. Considering the topic of the conference, the questions can be the following: “Does the 
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globalization in education have objective nature?”, “What kinds of educational trends in Russia are caused by 
globalization?”, “Are the above-mentioned trends positive for Russian educational system?”.
Despite the authors’ support of the idea of common cultural space, they are critical about the attempts of total 
unification in the educational system of Russia with the educational systems of European countries. The above-
mentioned process is carried out within the context of Bologna Process. The above-cited opinion has largely 
determined the authors’ conclusions made as part of the research.
2. Objectives, methodology and research design
The purpose of the research is to define the current trends in Russian scientific and educational development and 
to analyze the consequences of the implementation of the Bologna Process in Russia. In this case, the Bologna 
Process is regarded as a part of the process of world globalization in science and education.
The objects of the research are analyzed in relation to the globalization in education.
The research contains 6 stages.
The first stage was to define the concept globalization and to study its impact on the integration of national 
educational systems, as well as on the appearance of worldwide educational trends. The objectively reasonable 
character of the educational globalization was proved by the authors using the logical reasoning method and the 
dialectical approach.
The second stage of the research was to define the trends in educational development in Russia and to point out 
their specific character in this country. The analytical method, the inductive method and the systematic approach 
were employed.
The third stage was to describe the Bologna Process in the context of the unification of the European educational 
space. For this purpose, the genesis of the process and the provisions of the Bologna Declaration of 19 June 1999 
were analyzed. Taking into consideration the fact that current tendencies in Russian education are connected to the 
implementation of the Bologna Process, the studying of the meaning of the process could provide its right 
interpretation in this country. At this stage, the descriptive method, the retrospective view, the comparison method 
and the analogue method were applied.
The fourth stage was to answer the question: “What are the consequences and the influence of the globalization 
in Russian education?”. For this purpose, the new tendencies in Russian educational system were characterized 
through the spectacle of worldwide educational globalization, as well as through its correspondence to the national 
interests and traditions in this realm. The deductive method, the analytical method and the comparison method were 
used.
The fifth stage was to identify the issues, connected to the development of the academic research and scientific 
and teaching stuff training in Russia. The method of problem statement, the comparison method and the forecasting 
method were applied to achieve results at this point.
The sixth stage was to state the possibility of applying the foreign experience in Russian educational practice, 
taking into consideration local traditions and specific national character. The matching method, the reasoning 
method, the abstraction technique and the hypothetical method were used.
3. Discussion of the research outcomes
3.1. Globalization as a reason for integration of educational systems
Practical activity in modern Russian education is characterized by a wide range of divergent trends caused by the 
attempt to join the global economic and cultural space. This tendency is objectively caused by the development of 
the globalization process in the world community which determines closer cooperation in various social life spheres 
including interaction in education.
Taking into account the fact that “the process of globalization is a consequence of the evolution of state 
established market systems” (Novikova, 2009) and that “the basic asset of this is global division of labor; market-
wide migration including labor, industrial resources and standardization of law; economic and technical processes as 
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well as cultural rapprochement and combination” (Grinin, 2005), the question about the need to create a common (or 
most closely resembling) higher educational systems is bound to arise. What is meant here is national educational 
systems integration which implies the adoption in all the countries of a system, essentially based on two main 
cycles, a system of easily readable and comparable degrees, a system of training for the teaching staff and their 
certification systems, etc. Obviously this problem can be solved only by the reforming of the educational systems of 
different countries. But it should be noted that globalization is a dominant factor in this process, causing world 
trends in science and educational development.
3.2. Educational reforming in Russia
During the last two decades Russian educational system has been reformed, following worldwide educational 
trends. As a result, the system of education in Russia has been considerably renewed. 
The changes were made both in the structural components and content aspects of educational activity. The result 
of a consistent policy on the so-called “Europeanization” of Russian education consisted in Humanization of 
education (in particular according to the program “Renewal of education in the humanities in Russia”, financed from 
abroad), the introduction of the USE (Unified State Examination) for secondary school graduates, a two-tier system 
of education in higher educational institutions, extensive development of distance learning technologies, adoption of 
grade-rating system into the educational process, etc. Overall, educational requirements were standardized to be 
common for all the countries.
It is no question that many of the above-mentioned innovations reflect global educational trends. All the 
reasonable steps were taken in Russia to keep up with the progressive educational trends. But to do “everything 
possible” does not mean to do “right”.
It is important to know Russian specific character to understand that in this country the realization of any 
progressive ideas can sometimes take extremely unusual forms and have negative results.
Russian educational officials’ aspiration to be on trend leads to slavish imitation of foreign experience, without 
taking into account national traditions and special aspects of local development of the educational system. However, 
the most outstanding Russian scientists have repeatedly mentioned the idea that “permanence and continuity of 
traditions are the most important conditions for the successful educational development ... Otherwise, rash measures 
may conflict with national historical traditions in education and lead to the complete failure” (Bondar, 2013). 
Therefore, the negative result of imperatively forced innovations necessitates new reforms. 
Sometimes it seems that the main trend in the Russian educational reforming is the reforming itself. In this 
context a well known in Russian quote by Eduard Bernstein should be noted: “it's better to travel hopefully than to 
arrive” (Serov, 2005).
Russian scientific journals sometimes contain critical opinions on the Bologna Process in Russia. For example, 
Professor Nikita Ivanov (2014) noted that the Bologna system in education has opened the way to the infernal 
process that did not improve Russian education, but on the contrary turned it inside out. The above-mentioned 
author also regretted the current absence of the Criminal Rule about wrecking activity which had previously been in 
force: “This fact is extremely unfortunate as this statute of the law would be useful for judicial settlement of 
processes in Russian education. Nevertheless, the overall trend in Russian educational development is its unification 
with the educational standards of the European Union”.
This kind of unification is caused by the implementation of the Bologna Process in Russia. In this regard, the 
general idea of the Bologna Process is worth explaining, as its understanding in Russia is significantly different from 
the European one. 
3.3. The bologna Process as a part of world-wide globalization
It should be noted that educational integration in Europe was a matter of course of European integration and 
globalization on the whole. 
Over several decades in economical, financial and political integration in the European Union, educational 
systems naturally needed to be reformed. 
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The fact that the process of unification was initiated in the educational community as opposed to the Russian 
administrative order in this realm is the further proof of its objective character in the EU.
The first step of the process was the signing of The Magna Charta Universitatum by university rectors in 1988 in 
Bologna. As the situation changed, the Bologna Declaration of 19 June 1999 was adopted. 
The signing of the Bologna Declaration laid foundation to the systematic realization of the Bologna Process and 
for the appearing of global competitiveness of European higher education. The Bologna Process genuinely opens up 
new avenues; it promotes the free mobility of students and adoption of a common framework of readable and 
comparable degrees. However, there are some issues of concern connected to fair mutual recognition of foreign 
degrees in spite of the establishment of a system of credits – such as in the ECTS system.
The Bologna Declaration (1999) reflects the current process of globalization in education. The declaration 
contains such expressions as “coordinating the policies”, “to reach in the short term”, “to promote the European 
system of higher education world-wide” etc. However, the European countries which adopted the declaration voiced 
some reservations aiming to maintain local educational traditions. Therefore, the process of educational system 
unification in the European Union was realized gradually. The primary concern of the EU countries was taking into 
account of the national interests. On the contrary, in Russia the concepts of the declaration were adopted and 
implemented imperatively. This fact reflects one of the peculiarities of the realization of the Bologna Process in this 
country. 
The adoption of an educational system essentially based on two main cycles appeared to be the result of the 
unification of Russian educational standards. The concepts of bachelor and master were introduced into the Russian 
educational system despite the absence of these notions in the Bologna Declaration (1999) which introduces 
undergraduate and postgraduate levels. 
The application of the comparative and analogy approaches denies the identity of the related meanings of these 
notions. As can be seen from the above, Russian reforming does not match exactly the Bologna Declaration 
concepts. They are rather based on the European educational system experience which is partly misunderstood in 
Russia. 
The aim of the reforming in the Russian education is clear. The main idea consists in the unification of the 
educational system in the shortest amount of time possible, to correspond to ones of the leading countries of the 
European Union. (Actually, as a result, Russian educational system corresponds to some average image of European 
education, defined by Russian educational officials.)
Taking into account the understanding of the Bologna Process as one of the tendencies of worldwide 
globalization, Russia can be considered as one of the leaders in educational globalization. In compliance with the 
extensiveness and rapidity of Russian educational reforming, this is nowadays a common trait of Russian reality. 
3.4. Globalization trends in Russian education
Globalization in Russian education is evident not only in the process of introduction of two educational cycles 
(bachelor and master), but also in the educational subject matter. The system of legal education which is familiar to 
the authors of the article can be mentioned as an example. For example, Russian Constitutional Law has been one of 
the basic academic disciplines in legal education for several decades. In Soviet times it was differently entitled, but 
the matter of the discipline has always remained the same. The national constitutional legislation has been studied 
within this discipline down to recent times. The term national must be stressed here, as national Russian Legislation
forms the basis for the legal framework of this country in general.
However, the study of General Constitutional Law without any reference to the Russian legal system has been 
implemented recently to the system of legal education, in order to correspond to the European system of higher 
education. Actually, it is considered vital to study constitutional law in general instead of a basic academic 
discipline. This is obviously a trait of the educational globalization. 
The mentioned-above peculiarity of legal academic programs is intended to unify legal higher education. 
According to the authors’ opinion, this policy will destroy cultural identity of legal education. A similar situation 
exists in many other realms of Russian education.
The question about national educational identity is a part of cultural identity, considering the place of national 
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culture in the globalized world on the whole. According to the authors’ opinion, culture itself is a civilization 
phenomenon, combining the traits of globalization and antiglobalization. For this purpose, the appearing of mass 
culture can be estimated as a result of world cultural globalization. On the contrary, national culture must be 
considered as a vital part of national identity. 
Russian education, being a part of culture, is an interaction field for these tendencies. Globalization process is a 
development factor, predominating in natural and technical science, in contrast to humanities.
Using the science of history as an example, it is obvious that General History is a part of cultural globalization. 
Otherwise, national history is logically to be considered as a part of national cultural identity. In this context, one 
and the same historical evidence can be considered differently from the point of view of general and national 
history. For example, Great Patriotic War for Russians is a term of national history, while the Second World War is 
a part of global history.
It goes without saying that national history is a part of global one. However, according to the authors’ opinion, 
the substitution of national history for purposes of globalization is inacceptable because it can finally result in the 
loss of national identity, which is destructive to any nation. 
In this context, the attempts of considering Great Patriotic War in Russia not only as a conflict between the 
Soviet Union and Nazi Germany with its allies, but also as the whole world’s aim to eradicate fascism. Taking into 
consideration the war losses and the great importance of Great Patriotic War for Russians, it is not exactly correct to 
consider it as an episode of the Second World War only within Russian History course, as such policy leads to the 
loss of national identity and of national pride. A similar policy can be cited as evidence for disadvantages in 
educational globalization.
By the introduction of two-tier education with a bachelor's and a master's degrees in line with the Bologna 
Process, educational officials tend to copy European educational systems. What matters here is an attempt to 
produce a certain image of Russian graduates for their competitive ability in the international labor market.
However, the peculiarities of Russian two-tier educational system make competitiveness almost impossible. 
European Union educational system supposes getting a master's degree in line with the previous bachelor’s 
qualification. Meanwhile, according to the current educational legislation of the Russian Federation (2012), students 
are allowed to earn a master’s degree regardless the qualification of the bachelor’s or specialist degree. Stated 
another way, a Bachelor of Arts (History) can get a Master of Economics degree in two years’ time. In this context 
the question of the quality of education is bound to arise.
This fact is mentioned not to characterize educational standards in Russia as poor ones, but in order for European 
colleagues to consider the difference between Russian and European meaning of master’s degree. Thus, the level of 
Russian graduates, having accomplished a master’s degree, can be different. While some of them are highly 
qualified professionals, others may have basic knowledge gaps. The reason for this is the different specialization of 
two educational cycles. In this case, getting a master’s degree is characterized by studying of single-disciplines in 
the absence of basic knowledge which were not obtained while the first educational cycle. 
Obviously, this peculiarity should be taken into account not only by the Europeans, but also by the 
representatives of educational management in Russia, as current educational situation leads to the loss of educational 
image in Russia. This fact will not promote real integration into the European educational space.
3.5. Problem issues of academic research and scientific staff training
The discussion of the problem, concerning the quality of basic knowledge of Russian university graduates, raises 
a question about basic science in Russia in general and about the tendencies of its development in Russia. 
One of the current trends in the academic research development (especially in the industrial realm) is its applied 
character. It means that the primary scientific target is getting a benefit of the research in a short period of time. 
Scientific projects pursuing similar objectives are principally financed and well equipped. In this context, 
fundamental science can fade into insignificance in spite of its importance for the human progress.
For example, the inventor of the heterotransistor and the winner of 2000 Nobel Prize in Physics Zhores Alferov is 
a world famous physicist. He contributed significantly to various scientific fields. Semiconductors invented by the 
scientist have become widely used in mobile phones, automobile headlights, traffic lights and high technology 
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electronics. 
A question then arises: Could it be possible for Zhores Alferov to achieve great scientific results aiming only the 
improvement of traffic lights? Obviously, applied objectives should be based on fundamental knowledge and 
research. 
Fundamental scientific knowledge has always been a strong point of Russian science. Graduating high school and 
university students used to be distinguished by a high standard of knowledge. However, the present-day educational 
level gives rise to unfavorable criticism. Inconsiderate adoption of foreign educational innovations can be 
destructive for Russian education. 
It must be noted that the adoption of foreign experience is not regarded as a negative trend by the authors of the 
article. Under the condition of current globalization process, leading to a wide scientific and educational integration, 
application of European and American experience can be vital. 
However, inconsiderate adoption without regard to national peculiarities is unacceptable. For example, the 
multiple request about the winding up of State Commission for Academic Degrees and Titles in Russia (this is an 
organization under the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation which is in charge for academic 
staff certification and academic degrees awarding), expressed by some Russian scientists, must be considered as a 
reckless and prejudicial. A famous academic lawyer, Doctor of Science, Professor of Financial University under the 
Government of Russian Federation L. Grudtsyina (2013) noted that it is essential to eliminate the State Commission 
for Academic Degrees and Titles, as being unnecessary for academic staff certification. The functions of the 
Commission are provided to be given to the universities.
The authors, expressing similar opinions, refer to American, British and German experience. In most countries 
academic staff certification is held by universities where the thesis defense and conferment of the highest scientific 
degrees are realized. The high standard of scientific staff training is guaranteed by the reputation of the universities, 
which is an exemplary experience. However, the authors of the article are sure that such practices in Russia will 
devaluate the system of scientific degrees. 
It should be noted for the foreign readers that the process of taking a scientific degree in Russia is much like the 
European one. The applicants for a degree attend post-graduate courses (Aspirantura) (to get a Ph.D.) and Centre for 
Doctoral Training (to get a D.Sc.). After the training course, the candidates for a degree present a thesis to the 
Dissertation Council working at the university. The degree is awarded by the dissertation committee after the 
examination of the thesis.
The scientist applying for D.Sc. in Russia must also present the thesis to the State Commission for Academic 
Degrees and Titles for a scientific expertise. State Commission for Academic Degrees and Titles affirms or 
disapproves the decision of the University Dissertation Council. Thus, Russian post-graduate education is specified 
by the existence of Dissertation Councils and State Agency (the State Commission for Academic Degrees and 
Titles) for thesis quality control. 
Estimating the process of getting an academic degree, as being too complex, some Russian scientists declare for 
the delegation of the functions of the State Commission for Academic Degrees and Titles to the universities. 
The idea of the academic staff certification, performed in the universities, can have advantages and 
disadvantages. However, the quality of the scientific staff training is vital. High standards of scientific training can 
suffer in case of abolition of the State Commission for Academic Degrees and Titles and delegating the rights in this 
field to the universities.
Following the experience of European academic system, some scientists do not consider the specific character of 
current Russian reality. It is important to reexamine an opinion by L. Grudtsyina (2013), considered above: “In most 
countries academic staff certification is realized by universities after attending post-graduate courses and presenting 
of the thesis. The universities are responsible for the quality of scientific staff training and have tough requirements 
for the applicants. The process of academic degrees awarding in Former Soviet Republics is realized by the State 
Commission for Academic Degrees and Titles. The standards of scientific staff training are unfortunately quite poor. 
That is why academic degrees of the scientists from the Former Soviet Republics are rarely recognized abroad”. 
Thus, the author, mentioned-above, stands for the winding up of the State Commission for Academic Degrees and 
Titles, stressing the poor standards of academic training. Conversely, the authors of the article stand for the 
reinforcement of the image of Russian universities and University Dissertation Councils under the conditions of the 
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State Commission for Academic Degrees and Titles maintenance.
According to the authors’ opinion, implementation of the European system of scientific staff certification and 
academic degrees awarding in Russia cannot be successful. In this case, Russian scientific system will not be in line 
with the European one. On the contrary, the standard of scientific training in Russia will change for the worse,
moving Russian science away from the European one. The main problem of Russian integration into the European 
educational space consists in its mental unreadiness to follow the most of foreign educational examples.
The meaning of the expression mental unreadiness, in the context of the implementation of European educational 
model in Russia, may be unclear for the foreign readers. 
There is no point in discussing the specific nature of enigmatic Russian soul or in speaking about widespread 
Russian corrupt practice, as well as about the public official’s unlimited power. To explain some peculiarities of 
Russian character, one can think about the situation happened to Prince Harry in Britain. The latter completed his 
education in 2003 achieving grades B and D in some subjects which did not allow him to enter a prestige university. 
It should be noted that a similar situation could not have happened in Russia. 
Nobody would also pay attention to the situation similar to the one happened in 2001 to the UK Prime Minister 
Tony Blair's son who had received private tuition from the school staff. In Russia similar assistance is a pattern of 
behavior.
In particular, mental unreadiness for the implementation of the European educational model means the difference 
in the apprehension of values and life-styles between the Russians and the Europeans. Thus, Russian educational 
system is not ready for the reforming. That is why, fast adoption of the European system is impossible.
Taking into account the fact that education is a correlated and multiple-stage process, the reforming should be 
started with primary school, which is the first level in the educational system. The language choice for tuition 
determines the possibilities of Russian educational system to be in line with the European one. Nowadays English is 
a world language for education. It would be difficult to follow European and American educational experience 
without fluent English speaking.
Thus, the first step in the reforming should be the extension of English learning within all the educational levels, 
whether it is school, university or post graduate courses.
The problem of the European integration for Russian science is commonly connected to the poor foreign 
language skills. In case the possibility of communication and connection are not available, integration and scientific 
interaction are completely out of the question. Most Russian scientific reviews do not have English-language 
versions. Furthermore, the researchers do not tend to publish their scientific articles abroad. As a consequence, the 
leading Russian scientific reviews should have an English-language printed or online version. More researches by 
the academic and teaching stuff, as well as by those applying for an academic degree, should be published in the 
high impact international journals. A similar contractual provision should be a part of employment agreement with 
the scientific staff. Otherwise, it should be reflected in the university rules. Moreover, international scientific 
publications by a researcher should be a determinative factor, taken into account within the scientific staff 
certification and academic degree awarding.
Thus, creating of English-language versions of Russian scientific reviews and necessary publications for the 
scientific and teaching stuff, using a foreign language, should be the second step in the reforming of the educational 
system.
Educational system in Russia, especially in higher education, stays conservative. New trends are difficult to be 
accepted, in spite of the frequent reforming of the system. That is why, in order to obtain a successful result and 
reform the system of education structurally, it would be reasonable to begin reforming with separate modifying of 
single elements of the system. According to the authors’ opinion, postgraduate education should be primarily 
reformed. This idea is based on the reasons below-specified.
Firstly, postgraduate educational level is appropriate to implement new educational trends and technologies. 
Postgraduates, being young people, are open to new ideas, conversely to the older generation and, at the same time, 
are qualified.
Secondly, postgraduate educational level is a point of contact between the main participants of the educational 
activity, students and teaching stuff. Ideally, a postgraduate student is going to teach in a higher school. Thus, the 
future of Russian education depends on the technologies and innovative ideas achieved by the postgraduate students 
1163 Andrey Vorontsov and Elena Vorontsova /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  214 ( 2015 )  1156 – 1164 
while studying. 
Postgraduate students’ receptive skills are developed for the acquisition of knowledge. As a result, postgraduates 
have a great possibility to carry out the innovations within their future career. 
According to the authors’ opinion, it is essential to make use of American and European experience in the 
postgraduate education. For example, it is necessary to follow the system of American graduate school which offers 
an intensive course load. Conversely to Russian postgraduate students, American ones attend an intensive course of 
lectures and take part in research and practice seminars and discussions. Moreover, there is a European University 
Association which facilitates mobility of postgraduate students. Postgraduate Scholarship program also provides 
them with the possibility to cooperate and exchange information and research. Besides, European postgraduate 
students have to complete an internship abroad.
Obviously, adopting international experience in Russia is able to provide improvement of the education and high 
standards of scientific and teaching stuff training. In this case, Russian educational system will be able to take a 
rightful place in the world scientific space.
4. Conclusion
The conclusions of the research are the following:
1. The process of globalization was the main cause for the reforming and provided the new trends in the 
development of Russian education.
2. Educational globalization provides the following educational trends:
x Europeanisation, being a common point of educational policy in Russia;
x the integration of educational systems, being an influence pattern of educational globalization;
x unification, being a process of reduction of Russian educational standards to ones of the EU.
3. The main trend in the development of Russian education is the unification of Russian educational standards 
with ones of the EU, which was essential in the context of the adoption of the Bologna Process in Russia.
4. The implementation of the Bologna Declaration in Russia imperatively mostly consists in the copying of the 
external traits of the European educational systems. The real meaning of the Bologna Process is commonly 
misunderstood by the educational officials in Russia. This fact makes real educational integration impossible.
5. The educational cycles in Russia are influenced by the globalization trends. This fact exerts negative 
influence on the subject matter of the courses, especially those in the human sciences.
6. The applied character of the academic research is a current trend in the development of Russian science. 
According to the authors’ opinion, it can have a negative impact on the development of fundamental research which 
has traditionally been highly developed in Russia.
7. The opinions of the researchers regarding the reforming of Russian educational system are widely different. 
According to the authors’ opinion, some researchers overestimate the importance of the foreign experience in 
science and education. At the same time, the existence of negative facts is underestimated.
The problems, connected to the reforming of national educational system, should not deprive Russia of the 
integration into the European educational space. The European integration process in education is an essential trend 
in the development of the educational systems of many countries, as it reflects the objective nature of the process of 
globalization and should not be ignored.
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